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the bible. alive.  
Do the pages of God's Word sometimes seem 
confusing, distant, or hard to apply to your everyday 
life? For the next several Sunday nights, we will gather 
together for a 4-part series on how to observe, 
interpret, apply, and correlate the most powerful book 
in the world: the Bible. You may just find the Bible... 
coming to life! 
 
from prof hendricks… 
“What words would describe your personal Bible 
study? Be honest. If you’re like many people, you’ve 
probably felt at one time or another a twinge of guilt 
about not getting full enjoyment out of personal Bible 
study time. You may wonder how some people can 
percolate with enthusiasm over the same passages 
you’ve read time and time again – unmoved. What’s 
their secret? [Well, the] “secret” is really no secret at 
all. It is simply a case of practicing effective Bible study 
methods. But to practice them you must know them…”  
 
 
step 1: observation.  
seeing things as they really are. what do i see?  
“The parts always take on meaning in light of the 
whole.” ~ Dr. Howard Hendricks 

Know what to look for.  
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keep the big picture:  

 
Observation: What do I see?  
Interpretation: What does it mean?  
Application: How does it work? Or, “So what?”  
 
 
the goal? life change.  
 
“What you believe will determine how you behave.”  
~ Dr. Howard Hendricks  
 
roadblocks – circle all that apply to you.  

o “I don’t have the time.”  
o “I tried and it just didn’t work out.”  
o “Studying repulses me… it has the appeal of 

flossing my teeth.”  
o “I don’t know how.”  
o “I’m just an attender or layman.”  
o “I don’t know Greek or Hebrew.”  
o “I have doubts about the Bible.” 
o “It seems like you can make the Bible say just 

about anything you want it to say.”  
o “The Bible just isn’t interesting to me.”  
o “I can’t seem to make it interesting.”  
o “I feel guilty when I read my Bible.”  
o “I feel guilty when I don’t read my Bible.”  
o “The Bible doesn’t seem relevant to my life.”  
o “The Bible seems confusing and hard to 

understand.”  
o “The Bible seems boring to me.”  
o “I don’t own a Bible.”  
o “I don’t read, period! It’s not just the Bible; I 

don’t read anything.”  
 
the “why” question 
Why should you and I study the Bible?  
 

! Bible Study is essential to _________ _______ 
(1 Peter 2:2; Psa 19:10)  
 

the “why” question continued on next page… 

continued on page 2 

continued on page 2 
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step 1: observation. continued… 

Learn how to see it for yourself.  
We see but we don’t observe.  
“Seeing always precedes understanding.”  

 
basic tools of observation: 

! Context:  
o Who?  
o What?  
o When?  
o Where? 
o Why?  
o Wherefore?  

! Structure:  
o Contrast (“but,” “yet”)  
o Condition (“if…then”)  
o Repetition (“by faith, by faith, by faith”) 
o Basic grammar 
o Q/A  
o Cause/Effect (“therefore,” “so,” “in 

order that,” “as a result,” “then”)    
o Climax  
o Comparison (“like,” “as”)  
o Correlation (“as…so,” “and”) 
o Explanation or Reason (“because,” “for”) 
o Interchange of Scene 
o Introduction or Summary  
o Pivot 
o Purpose (“that,” “so that,” “since,” 

“because”)  
o Specific to General 

! Learn to ask the right questions! 
 
 
keep the big Picture (don’t miss it!) 

Observation: What do I see?  
Interpretation: What does it mean?  
Application: How does it work? Or, “So what?”  
 
 
the goal? life change.  

 
“What you believe will determine how you behave.”     
– Howard Hendricks  
 
 

Personal Applications for Today:  
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
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 the “why” question continued… 

! Bible Study is essential to __________ 
_________ (Heb 5:11-14)  

! Bible Study is essential to ___________ 
____________ (2 Tim 3:16-17)  

 

Acts 1:8 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.”  

Acts 1:8 Observations – Go for 25!:  
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 

“This Book will keep you from sin or sin will keep 
you from this Book.”  

Dr. Howard Hendricks  

 

continued from page 1 


